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Keep the Political Revolution Going!

Bernie Sanders, who did so much to pull together those of us who want true
democracy in the interests of the 99%, now unfortunately thinks it's his job to decide,
for the millions of us in his database, how to carry the movement for revolutionary
change forward.  On July 15 he announced  he would maintain control of his email*

list and use it to (1) promote trying to reform the Democratic Party, (2) support
“down-ballot” candidates, and (3) educate people more about the issues.

What happens to those of us who have far more optimism about other
strategies, like building a unified ongoing movement outside the
electoral process, or focusing on local issues?

Bernie has the contact information we gave him because we supported his idea of
building a movement for a political revolution.  We did not appoint him to decide for
all of us — who are the ones who took his campaign so far — what that would mean
once he ended his candidacy.

Please sign a letter urging him to open up the process — before the energy

dissipates — so that we can find each other, create dialogues about what is

to be done, and organize ourselves to do it!

Go to Change.org.  Click on “Search”
(Top of screen;  on a mobile device, use the drop-down menu at the upper right.)

Enter “BeyondBernie.us.”  Sign the letter!



THE OPEN LETTER AT CHANGE.ORG

To find it there and sign, search for BeyondBernie.us

Bernie: Please Give Your Supporters a Voice in How to Expand and Continue the
Revolut ion!

We, all  backers of your presidential campaign, ask you to alert your massive list of supporters to
opportunities — other than those you create yourself — to continue and expand the movement
for a political revolution. Please tell your list that there is a non-sectarian website,
BeyondBernie.us, set up to facilitate on-line and local, face-to-face discussions about what kind
of movement we now need and how to build it.

We're so encouraged by what's been accomplished thus far; in many ways, it's unprecedented.
But this is a critical moment to harness the energy you so brilliantly  activated, especially since
so many of us are now feeling disappointed and uncertain and are wondering what, if anything,
to do next.

In mid-July you announced your plans to use your contacts with mil lions of supporters to recruit
them to your own vision of how to move forward. We respect your intentions and your decision
to do this. But we believe that a movement for real democracy must itself be democratic.
Supporting you, as far and away the best presidential candidate, did not mean giving you the
power to decide — among the many possible strategies for creating revolutionary change —
which we should pursue. After all, we are the ones who made the successes of your campaign
materiali ze. And, as you so often told us, it was "Not me, us!"

For this next stage, your idea of reforming one of the two corporate parties and supporting
candidates for "down-ballot" offices is a respectable one, but it is certainly not the only one.
Ideally we would like you to create forums for people to find each other and carry out the study
and conversations we need in order to work out strategies that various subsets of us can agree
on. You have far more resources for doing that than BeyondBernie.us does. Barring that,
however, a critical way you could continue your tremendous service to the political discourse
would be to use your list of contacts to help us find each other through that site.

Many organizations are seeking to move forward with "what's next" and want access to your list
— we simply want a place where all  of us can discuss, organize, and prepare what's next.
BeyondBernie.us has pledged to list on its "Resources" page any organization that requests it to
do so, as long as the group aims to help build a broad-based movement for overall systemic
change.

We hope you wil l be similarly open and non-sectarian. The alternative: those who agree with
your initiatives wil l join you, while the rest of us — whose efforts could be complementary to
each others' and to yours — wil l be as fragmented, and limited in our abili ty to find each other,
as we were before your candidacy. And now, in too many cases, disheartened as well. As we
shift into this new phase, we can and must do better than that. Let's together build the political
revolution in a way that will draw on the energy, insights, and creativity of all of us!


